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DETAILED ACTION 

Amendment Under 37 CFR 1.116 

1 . The Examiner acknowledges receipt of the amendment under 37 CFR 1.116 
submitted June 19, 2002. Applicants are advised that the amendment has been 
entered. 

Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary 
reason for allowance is the combination of the following arguments by appellants: 

I. Appellants' arguments that the claims language, "consisting essentially of 
excludes rare earth elements from the grain boundary phase of the claimed permanent 
magnets (for example, see appellants' Brief, the paragraph bridging pages 4 and 5). 

II. Appellants' arguments that the claimed magnets are not inherently 
disclosed by the prior art and appellants' discussion of the data in the specification in 
support of this argument (see appellants' Brief, Section III, A, 2 (pages 5 to 8, 
particularly page 7, full paragraphs 2 and 3). 

III. Appellants' arguments that the prior art does not teach or suggest the 
claimed matching between the grain boundary phase and ferromagnetic phase and that 
such a matching improves the coercivity of the claimed magnet as set forth on pages 8 
and 9 (Section B) of appellants' brief. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John P. Sheehan whose telephone number is (703) 
308-3861. The examiner can normally be reached on T-F (6:30-5:00) Second Monday 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Roy King can be reached on (703) 308-1 146. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9310 for 
regular communications and (703) 872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
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